Self-mutilation of the penis in C57BL/6N mice.
A major cause of male reproductive failure in a C57BL/6N mouse production colony is self-inflicted mutilation of the penis. The extent of the damage ranged from loss of the distal end to loss of the entire penis. From January 1974 to August 1976, 645 adult male mice with mutilated penis were removed from this colony--where the monthly census was 9500 mice, mated 1 male to 4 females using a continuous mating system. On necropsy, it was observed that the substance blocking the urethra in the penile stump resulted in urine retention, grossly distending the urinary bladder. Proteus mirabilis and other bacteria isolated from the urethral plugs were considered secondary invaders.